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Correspondence- ACF-IM-HS-22-03 Head Start Categorical Eligibility for Families Eligible for 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program

SUMMARY:

This item presents the following from the Department of Human Services (DHS) Head Start, Early 
Head Start, and Early Head Start-Child Care Partnership programs for action by the Head Start 
Policy Council.
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

The Administration for Children and Families (ACF) strives to ensure that programs minimize the 
burden on families seeking public assistance and to coordinate benefit programs in such a way that 
families who are eligible for one benefit program can more easily participate in other services for 
which they are eligible. ACF issues this Information Memorandum (IM) to set forth its



interpretation of the phrase “public assistance” in Sec. 645 of the Head Start Act to include the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). Adopting this interpretation will make it 
easier for eligible families to enroll children in Head Start services by allowing families to 
demonstrate proof of SNAP receipt or eligibility to enroll in Head Start and will simplify the 
process of determining program eligibility for grantees.

ISSUE:

Rules and regulations for the Head Start, Early Head Start, and Early Start-Child Care Partnership 
grants as set forth by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) require the Head 
Start Policy Council to review programmatic actions to oversee certain key responsibilities.

FISCAL IMPACT:

There is no anticipated impact to the general fund as a result of these actions.
 

ALTERNATIVES:

The review of the items included in this memorandum are required for program compliance with 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services rules and regulations for Head Start, Early Head 
Start, and Early Head Start- Child Care Partnership programs.
 

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff will present a briefing on this item subject to possible action by the HSPC Committee. Staff 
recommends review and approval of the items included in this memorandum.


