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SUBJECT:

Correspondence- 45 CFR Part 1302- Vaccine and Mask Requirements to mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19 n Head Start Programs 

SUMMARY:

This item presents the following from the Department of Human Services (DHS) Head Start, Early 
Head Start, and Early Head Start-Child Care Partnership programs for action by the Head Start 
Policy Council. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Correspondence- This interim final rule with comment (IFC) adds new provisions to the Head 
Start Program Performance Standards to mitigate the spread of the coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID–19) in Head Start programs. This IFC requires effective upon publication, 
universal masking for all individuals two years of age and older, with some noted exceptions, and 
all Head Start staff, 



contractors whose activities involve contact with or providing direct services 
to children and families, and volunteers working in classrooms or directly with 
children to be vaccinated for COVID-19 by January 31, 2022.

ISSUE:

Rules and regulations for the Head Start, Early Head Start, and Early Start-Child Care Partnership 
grants as set forth by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) require the Head 
Start Policy Council to review programmatic actions to oversee certain key responsibilities. 

FISCAL IMPACT:

There is no anticipated impact to the general fund as a result of these actions. 

ALTERNATIVES:

The review of the items included in this memorandum are required for program compliance with 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services rules and regulations for Head Start, Early Head 
Start, and Early Head Start- Child Care Partnership programs. 

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff will present a briefing on this item subject to possible action by the HSPC Committee. Staff 
recommends review and approval of the items included in this memorandum. 


