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SUBJECT:

Designating the Historic and Design Review Commission as the commission with exclusive 
authority to make recommendations to City Council to designate properties as historic.

SUMMARY:

This ordinance designates the Historic and Design Review Commission as the commission with 
exclusive authority to make recommendations to City Council to designate properties as local 
historic landmarks and include properties in local historic districts in accordance with Local 
Government Code Section 211.0165. Changes to the Local Government Code went into effect 
September 1, 2021. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

On September 1, 2021, Local Government Code Section 211.0165 was amended to provide that, 
except for a property owned by an organization that qualifies as a religious organization under 
Section 11.20, Tax Code, a municipality that has established a process for designating places or 
areas of historical, cultural, or architectural importance and significance through the adoption of 
zoning regulations or zoning district boundaries may not designate a property as a local historic 
landmark or include a property within the boundaries of a local historic district unless the owner 
of the property consents to the designation or inclusion or if the owner does not consent, the 



designation or inclusion of the owner’s property is approved by a three-fourths vote of the 
governing body of the municipality; and the zoning, planning, or historical commission of the 
municipality.

Also, Local Government Code Section 211.0165 as amended further provides that, a 
municipality shall designate one of those commissions as the entity with exclusive authority to 
approve the designations of properties as local historic landmarks and the inclusion of properties 
in a local historic district if the owner does not consent to the designation or inclusion of the 
owner’s property.

ISSUE:

The Unified Development Code (UDC) must be amended to meet the new requirements in the 
Local Government Code. OHP staff is prepared to bring UDC amendments forward which 
reconcile this change in process with the current code provisions. OHP staff has also drafted 
amendments related to 2019 updates to the Local Government Code and related process 
improvements. This ordinance would direct staff to bring forward UDC amendments with public 
input.

ALTERNATIVES:

No Unified Development Code (UDC) amendments would occur and the UDC would remain in 
conflict with the Local Government Code.

FISCAL IMPACT:

There is no fiscal impact. UDC Amendments must meet public notice requirements which are 
budgeted for in the general fund. 

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends approval including direction for staff to bring forward amendments to Chapter 
35 of the City Code to incorporate this ordinance and related process improvements in the City’s 
Unified Development Code.


