Historic Assessment
Property Address: 139 Palo Blanco Street

1. Application Details

Applicant: Lydia Carolina Cantu

Type: Historic Landmark Designation
Date Received: 4 March 2024

2. Findings

The property at 139 Palo Blanco Street is a one-story Craftsman cottage located in the Mission Grove
Addition in the Roosevelt Park neighborhood of City Council District 3. Emiliano Villarreal & Lydia
Carolina Cantu currently own the property. The subject property was built circa 1922. The address first
appeared in the 1924 City Directory as the home of Buford L. and 1zola Mabery. Mr. Mabery worked as
a vulcanizer for the Swinebrood Auto Supply Company and later as a clerk for the Reliable Tire
Company. Mrs. Mabery was a hemstitcher for The Fair. In the 1922 City Directory, the property was
listed as 147 Palo Blanco Street.

The subject property is located just outside the eastern boundary of the northern section of the Mission
Historic District, along Kalteyer Street, but it is within the Mission Concepcion Protection Overlay
District (MPOD) and the World Heritage Buffer Zone. It is three blocks south of Mission Concepcion,
one block east of Concepcion Park and the Mission Concepcion Sports Complex, and two blocks north
of the Riverside Golf Course. It is roughly one mile south of Roosevelt Park, across the IH-10
expressway.

The area designated as the Mission Historic District, located along the San Antonio River in the south
section of the city, originally attracted both prehistoric Indian and historic Spanish and Anglo
populations because of the prevalence of unique natural resources. The abundant water, game, and other
natural foods seem to have provided prehistoric Indians with an ample non-agricultural subsistence type
of lifestyle based upon hunting, gathering, and fishing. The arrival of the Spanish missionaries brought
primarily agricultural exploitation of this area by means of the acequia systems. After the establishment
of the Spanish Missions, the area was similarly utilized for agricultural purposes as well as local
industries; this trend continued well into the twentieth century.

The Mission Grove Addition was platted in 1922 and developed by the J.L. Lytle Realty Company, who
reported in April 1922 that “sixty to seventy lots” had been sold within a two-week period. The
developers boasted that “almost every lot” featured natural trees (“giant pecans and stately hackberries”),
a majority of which were pecan trees that were “40 to 60 years old,” and stated that it would be “one of
the most valuable and beautiful additions in San Antonio.” In 1926, it was the site of what became
known as the “Back Yard Oil Boom,” when several residents discovered shallow oil fields on their
properties. The story was quite a sensation at the time, drawing the attention of spectators, speculators,
and developers.

On Friday, April 9, 1926, oil was discovered at a depth of 11 feet on the property of W.H. Hearne, a
local lumber dealer, at 218 Weaver Street. The Grayburg Oil Company feared the oil might be from a

1 Ad, San Antonio Express, March 26, 1922, pg. 36; “Lots Sell Well,” San Antonio Light, April 16, 1922, pg. 41.
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leak in its pipeline at Somerset, but subsequent tests led the president of the company, Dr. F.L. Thomson,
to conclude that “it is not our oil but a seepage from an oil pool..., a real oil discovery despite its
remarkably shallow depth.” The following day, “hundreds of spectators” flocked to the neighborhood to
view the “mystery well.”? By the following Thursday, four oil-producing wells in as many back yards
had drawn the attention of big oil companies and resulted in lease speculation, “wildcat” drillers, and
soaring property values. The San Antonio Light reported, “Every available lot within a radius of a mile
from the discovery well at 218 Weaver Street had been leased” and “every back yard in Mission Grove”
was “now a prospective oil producer.” At least one property owner threatened spectators and lease
seekers with “dire disaster” if they invaded her property.® The San Antonio Express reported that a
“mystic ‘big oil man from Tulsa’ ... entertained a crowd of about 50 observers at one of the Palo Blanco
wells.”*

In a matter of weeks, at least nine oil-producing wells were developed in the Mission Grove
neighborhood, ranging from eight to fifteen feet deep, some producing up to 30 barrels a day. One
developer visited City Hall seeking a permit to install an 80-foot derrick to sink a well between 2000 to
3000 feet deep and was told by Acting Mayor Phil Wright that there was “no ordinance or law to prevent
the drilling for oil in the city limits,” so far as he knew. The Commissioner of Streets, Paul B. Steffler,
stated that street department laborers had begun “boring for oil” with “picks and shovels” to sink a well
up to 30 feet deep on one of three lots owned by the city on Palo Blanco Street.®> City Commissioners
reviewed the application by M.H. Davis for to erect a 1,000-gallon fuel oil storage tank on his property
on Palo Blanco Street, but ultimately Davis was ordered to relinquish five of his top-producing wells that
were sunk on city property.® By the end of the summer, the excitement over the brief “boom” settled
down, but landowners in Mission Grove continued to reference the presence of oil in real estate sales
ads, and speculators continued to test for oil in the area for years.’

The boundaries of the Mission Historic District were designed primarily to include the lower four
missions in the San Antonio area (Listed from north to south: Concepcion, San Jose, San Juan
Capistrano, and Espada), their acequias and fields, and secondarily the significant preserved historic and
prehistoric sites in the area. These boundaries represent an area less impacted than most areas of San
Antonio by urban development. However, the eastern boundary of the northern section of the Mission
Historic District divides the historical Mission Grove Addition neighborhood in half along Kalteyer
Street, so properties on the 200 block of Palo Blanco Street are within the historic district, while
properties on the 100 block are outside the historic district and therefore do not benefit from the
protections offered by this designation.

2 “Grayburg Company Survey Shows ‘Black Gold’ Not Pipeline Seepage,” San Antonio Light, April 10, 1926, pg. 1.

3 “Excitement Reigns at Mission Grove,” San Antonio Light, April 15, 1926, pg. 1; “Big Firms Send Experts to Field as
Fourth Find Is Reported,” San Antonio Light, April 16, 1926, pg. 36.

4 “Friction Develops in New Qil ‘Field’ on South Edge of City as Sightseers Trample Gardens,” San Antonio Express,
April 17, 1926, pg. 20.

5> “Mission Grove Gets Deep Test,” San Antonio Express, April 20, 1926, pg. 3; “Recent Rains Delay City’s Test for
Oil,” San Antonio Express, April 28, 1926, pg. 7;

& “Application to Build Storage Tank Held Up,” San Antonio Express, May 20, 1926, pg. 6; “Oil Wells in City Alley
Are Ordered Covered,” San Antonio Express, May 25, 1926, pg. 9.

" Ad, San Antonio Light, June 01, 1926, pg. 24; “Russell Starts Shallow Test in Mission Grove,” San Antonio Express,
March 21, 1929, pg. 13.
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3. Architectural Description

The subject property is a south-facing house, situated near the southwest corner of a block bound to the
north by Benita Street, the east by Roosevelt Avenue, the south by Palo Blanco Street, and the west by
Kalteyer Street. The block includes other one-story Craftsman cottages, as well as Mission revival and
minimal traditional residences. Based on images on Google Street View, the front yard was enclosed by
a chain-link fence as recently as 2018, with swinging chain-link gates for access to the asphalt ribbon
driveway and concrete paver sidewalk leading up to the concrete porch. The sidewalk has been removed
and the chain-link fencing has been replaced by a boundary of three-foot high wooden posts with three
rows of wide-spaced horizontal wood fence planks, painted white. The backyard is enclosed by four-
foot-high vertical wooden fencing, painted white.

The subject property is a one-story vernacular residence with Craftsman style influence, which has a
side-gabled roof with wide, overhanging eaves and a cross-gabled portico on the left side covering the
half-width front porch. The portico is supported by two pairs of four-by-four square wooden columns,
with each pair joined by vertical arrays of 4” x 24” horizontal wooden planks spaced 2” apart and
painted white. Two concrete steps lead up to the concrete front porch, and three concrete steps lead up to
the front door. The roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Based on images on Google Street View, there
was green vinyl siding and red-brick veneer skirting as recently as 2018, which has been replaced by
wooden clapboard siding. The single-sash wooden windows have been replaced by six-over-six vinyl
windows.

Character-defining features of 139 Palo Blanco Street include:
- One-story vernacular residence
- Gabled portico over front porch
- Narrow wood siding

4. Landmark Criteria
The property meets six criteria under UDC 35-607(b):
e 2. Its location as a site of a significant local, county, state, or national event;
e 11. Itis distinctive in character, interest or value; strongly exemplifies the cultural,
economic, social, ethnic or historical heritage of San Antonio, Texas or the United States;
e 13. It bears an important and significant relationship to other distinctive structures, sites,
or areas, either as an important collection of properties or architectural style or
craftsmanship with few intrusions, or by contributing to the overall character of the area
according to the plan based on architectural, historic or cultural motif;

5. Staff Recommendation

A property must meet at least three of the 16 criteria used to evaluate eligibility for landmark
designation, and this assessment determines that 139 Palo Blanco Street meets this threshold. Further
research may reveal additional significance associated with this property.
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1. 139 Palo Blanco Street — Front facade
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2. 139 Palo Blanco Street — Right side (East)
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3. 139 Palo Blanco Street — Left side (Southwest oblique)
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4. 139 Palo Blanco Street — Rear (North)
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5. 139 Palo Blanco Street (Northwest oblique)
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6. Sanborn Map (1931), Vol.4, Sheet 444
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MI15S10Nn GROVE
—ADDITION—

Block ® From A 20
Boundet on the narth by GB 3981- 3982 & 3000
O the seuth by Hensterd 5t
onthe est by Rassevelt Ave.

\ on the west by Conce) Pr.iurl Road.
\ — Son Anfonio —
\ — Texss —

Scale 1 inch: 100 FL

1 JAGreens, surveyor hereby sweer inaf the above plat
represents o subdivision of lond surveyed byme on the
qround December iy 1T 1920 0nd is correct,

~" JAGreene, Surveyar.

~

Sworn to ond subscribed before me this
4 doy of - 1922

Filed for recard Ftbrerb 1922 ot 1051 AM.
Recarted and indexed February 14, 1922049 AM
Notary U Besar G Tscn Jook R Burse
dl County Clerw,Bexar GountyTexas.
By:LEVenlondinghom, Depity

642-44 .

7.Bexar County Plat Book 642, pg. 44 (1922)
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MISSION GROVE ADDITION .

Iluve you seen this niee new nddition® situated hotween
Roapevelt Avknue and Sosuth Loop -

TUBN LET U3 SHOW Y0U.

Fots $250 to §850 each, F10 cash, $10 per month, ne
interest. )

Beautiful tress; ench lat facos on large waler mein .
and maendamized stecet; gaw and sewers in Roozevelt.

If you ever oxpact 1o own a home, 1t will pay you
ta atatl tsday, youpean nat duplicata this properly and
e, .

I 1L LYZLE REALTY COMPANY,
208 Gibbs Bullding.

8. San Antonio Light (January 22, 1922), pg. 32

Build your home under the trees in

ISSION GROVE

—pick out your lot today!

REES are everywhere—giant pecans and stately hackberries that cast
cooling shade over every Jot, giving added beauty and desirability
to thesa choice homesites,

MISSION GROVE is located in the southern part of the city, between
Roocevelt Avenue and Concepcion Roud, both of which are paved thorough-
fares. Prices ave 2o low and terms so attractive that these tree-chaded Tots
are within easy reach of all homeseakers.

All the streets within MISSION GROVE are of macedam, and water
mains have been laid throughout the property, Gas has been piped up to
the addition in two places on Roosevelt Avenue aed eleetrie connections are
available from both Roosevelt Avenue and Concepeion Road.

Every lot in MISSION GROVE fronts on a macadam street and is di-
rectly served by a larze water main. . .

f you are tired of paying veni and want a real home in a place where
values are stendily inereasing, pick out your lot today in MISSION GROVE!

[t's the opportunity of a lifetime!
$10 ﬂ:rll‘l $10 month

LOTS: 150 « 5350

NO INTEREST
Mission Grove Today

Live on Your Lot
While Paying for It!
PURCHKSERS of lors wiil q

NO TAXES FIRST YEAR
Ga out Rooseaelt Avenuz to School St.,

be peemitted ta erect ga-
tages on the rear of fheir
Broferty for use &3 dweliings
while the lots are being paid
oar.

This plan is being succass.
fully employed in mumercus
Amerlcon citles aad it will
work Sgrullly as well in your
caze. “You can live on your
Iot while paving for if, thus

while artanging to build your
real bome,

J.L.LYT

saving the expense of vamr o

then look 1o the vigh  Vou can't
miss the beautiful irces in MISSION
~GROV, Or take the Hot Wells cor
and walk three Locks esest io Roossacls
Ave. Qur salesmen will be on the ground
today and Monday to show you these
exceptional lofs and to ansswer any ques-
tions comcerning their purchase, Make
certain o, r id tre, camin,
riain of sour lot and tree by, camine
messus additiont we bacs promoted
Vadur ot 2t Cram 36 €5 4oy

rent hisier than tielr original prices. MISSION GROYVE
offers su tqual upportinity foe prsfileble lncestment

209 GIBBS BUILDING
N Crockett 715

ERY person who en-
ters the property today
between 8:30 u. m. and 5
P. m. will be requestsd to
write his or her name and
address on & slip of paper
and hand the slip ta one of
our repressntatives. At 5
£ o'clocksame-ons of these
persons will receive & 0%
eredit on any $250 lot,

LE REALTY CO.

9. San Antonio Express (March 26, 1922), pg. 36
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10. San Antonio Light (April 10, 1926), pg. 1
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Scouts Wa'.t'ch. S, A As Gil -.Well_s |
- Spout in Mission Grove Yards
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vard in ]
Miasion
Grove

now has

. garage

) space-is

' baing )

| witized

" for

drilling.
E.B.
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11. San Antonio Light, April 16, 1926, pg. 36
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LY MY DNV S PR LT

Friction Develops in New 0il
" “Field” on SouthEdge of City
" as Sightseers Trample Gardens

R . B sk - N, -

WA 2 u;u-.u B ErTmrmes rE ey =

The much-berslded off hoem - i
Minslon Grove, between Roowevelt

Avenue sl Upmﬂpc.‘hn Read, in the
soutliers ¢dge of the citp. wan devel.
oping considergble friction  hBriveen
sight-seers and properiy cwners
day, the torter jnvoking buzinceslike
mrnsnres 0 protect their flowers n:ul
gaviens from tenopling.

il has been ssoping inm the s-u
Antonle Tiver mear the new “dis-
covery well,” for nt leost 13 yeace
old-1ime reshfents of that area ‘W‘“tﬂ
eat. and wan alse discovered iz ow
well drilled on the old fair groopds
some 20 yeara ago, Actual interest
or belisf in development of any pay-
ing qurntities of oll won oot evideneed
on Apy bhund.

“Tlere 18 o oll here, and yor Leep
off the grass” one sign warned the
theongs of visitors to the mrea,

Bix wolls were “roduvcing Feigur.
The bigrest prodneer was located ob
Weawar Street 8t & depth of mbout
12 feet. When informed of reporis
that bis well was running possibly.
pight Earrels Asily the owner edmilted
anch to ba the case. T am quitting
navw ta gt A pump eo T ean go down™
be said, *“Tou see the eipht barrels
it i» running now Te whter,”

The mystie “hig oll man from Tl
en'" put in his appenrones and eo-
tertained ® erowd of absut 50 ab
servery Bt one of the Pale Hianco
welle, A tnttered leather eont wes
his anle credential but he &bt once
grined (he strention of the erowd,

The well st this address has baen
dug In n darkencd corner of the gw-
rage with ol seeplog at the bottom.
The fight among the glante of the
oil business fe corver this mew field
wna being circulated and divoursed
tragly ns the crowd milled sround
e well.  The big mag frem Talea
herd mircady been oot ocmce, had his
pifers ppuited. fod wos due to T
turn Friday affernoem

“Ehehore hs  comms.”  someone
whispored a2 & katiered rondster drew

ap mﬂ.d-apmﬂ & cargles] Fatlived
little, man whe went at ooce fe hie

k.

“Naw when poin 2la't ol o snupe™
i diseoursed na be merped from the
darkoess of the garage. “"thore i nl-
waya & mute way fo tell mbont the
geavity and other things us ofl mren
wont Lo haow  abant, Wareh me
closely nnd you'll kmow sometling
aboot the wark.""

Bafore bis avugnmhﬁ l'tl.dli‘llﬂ
the demopsirntor Brm
langth the back of oo onrelone whnﬂ:
dripped & fIoid.. A3 ke held i@ high
ha mnssnget It vigorously between
the thumb and frrefinger. i
in & high fest olL" ha engely de-
claimed.  “When it works thin this
way nad shows pellow in the son it
hha got plonty of gaaoline. Shonidna’t
wonder if I wealds't rup & fliver
Juee lilee it i

.98py mister. yom dippad that paper
It the wrong barrel™ the 10-year-old
wan of the property ewnar interrup-
ted, “Thnt barrcl bas water in it
papa took out na ke dog the well,
The ¢l ia thers b n boeket™

Amptour geologists vled =ith par
chasers of oil stock at some time &0
the past discontying on the possibit:
ities of the field. Around eoeh of
the six houses wheoe welin hawe
bern dEp groups of porsons listened
attentively fo wefphty argumants con-
cerning  poasibilities of derelopment
adduged by technical analysis.

Ti

BETTY SCHEER TO PLAY
TITLE ROLE [N “DULCY"

Miss Betty Scherr. 506 West Gra-
‘mercy Flace, wil play the title rolel

wlll be presemtcd Moy 30 in the Al

by the Temp'e Leagne Plapecs. It e
belng dlrected by Mra I M. Oril
fith, and procesds will be ysed for the
mew Temple Beth-El now wnder con-

struction.  Qthers clhosen for parts

(2]

nmp Heights High Selseol .\\.Iﬂllo'l'lnm:

in
L]

in *Duler.” threenet comedr, which d:
'

di
st
iy
to

12. San Antonio Express, April 17, 1926, pg. 20
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FHSSONGROVE_|
IS DEEPTEST

2,000 to 3,000-Faot Well to*
Be Drilled in Backyard
_Field. i

An 80-foor dervich will woon ltem
up inl e Mizsion Grove back _yued,
wbore. o) wry found st & depth eof
loes tham 15 fect by weveral home
‘AT Are. o

. A, Elder enid Mondar that he
would slnk w test well to & depth
of from 2000 to 3.000 feet in ap ef
fort .to bring in a paging off #HaM,
Fle said be'bad not declded en the
location. He visited the oliy hall
to per 8 permil for the wall, but, he
3l wns told by Acting  Maror . Phi)
stfl Wrizht that so far ms he knows there
1l is no ordinamce or law o prevent
t 0 the deilling for oil ip 1be oity Tiniits,
f eo lotg ¢8 be doer pet joterfere wich
n anyone,
s
L}

]

Three sireet department laborere,
B wirb ‘picke and ahocels, have sragted
"boring for #il" on one of three lots
owned by Lhe city on Pale Blaneo
styeet, in 1he heart of the Missing
rofe  bnek-yard  oeighborhood  dere
ricklesy oif Field.

Com, of Sirests Paul B, Steffler
eeid: the well would be suok o =
depth of 30 feet. 15 lect deeper than
be decpest well tow producing eil

the field.” Ol was found at a
depth of 11 feet in most of the walls,

g

L s

B

-

13. San Antonio Express, April 20, 1926, pg. 3
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o 1oL eow |
EETS IMPETUS &

15 ———r— LELI
Pollowing announcemeut ihat o 't_‘

deep test [or vl will be started o the

ol | newly discoveead Mission Grove shal- ||

low field in n South Side San An- (|

sl | tonio rvesidential disivict, brought ve-

o siewnd aclivity to the Iield Tuesiay.

H | Property pwilers who  already  had

=

A}

brought in  small producers,  Dbegnt S
deiepruing them in the hope of mcre*lf.- |
ing . Lheir xield, !

Eil Dltl](!!."ll.lldl Iy 1lu,p:|rm" to scL e
ak 18-inel ensivig at 13 feet in a well
beibig. diilled wt the eorner’ af, i\.t]—
iN‘u andl \\ enver streels, )

-5

14. San Antonio Light, April 20, 1926, pg. 16
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