CITY OF SAN ANTONIO
OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION
COMMISSION ACTION

This is not a Certificate of Appropriateness and cannot be used to acauire permits
February 19, 2025

HDRC CASE NO: 2025-034

ADDRESS: 812 MONTANA

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 1395 BLK 2 LOT W 56FT OF 2 & 4

APPLICANT: Brett Henneke - 1115 N Palmetto

OWNER: Brett Henneke/HENNEKE FINANCIAL GROUP LLC - 141 DANUBE STE 102
REQUEST:

The applicant is requesting Historic Landmark Designation for the property at 812 Montana Street.

FINDINGS:
a. The request for landmark designation was initiated by the property owner.

b. HISTORIC CONTEXT: The structure at 812 Montana Street is a one-story dwelling, built circa 1885. Henneke Financial Group
LLC currently owns the property. Montana Street first appears on Augustus Koch's 1886 Bird’s Eye View map of San Antonio, and
on the 1904 Sanborn map. In 1903, the Southern Pacific railroad depot was built on Commerce Street, and when sewer and water
became available, residential and industrial development shifted south of Commerce to the neighborhood originally known as South
Heights. During 1905 and 1906 many houses were constructed in South Heights. Vacant lots in 1906 sold from $10to $25. By
the 1930s, vacant lots sold from $500to $1,000. In addition to the South Heights plat, the neighborhood association boundaries
contain several historic plats dating from the early 1900s to the 1920s. Inside Addition platted 1908, Booker Place platted in 1914,
Terrell Hills platted 1909, and Knob Hill platted in 1910 are some of the small plats that make up the developmental pattern of this
area. Housing styles reflect this spatial and temporal development pattern. Classical Revival Styles are interspersed with Folk
Victorian Styles, Bungalows and Minimal Traditional Style houses reflecting decades of construction and changes in housing
styles.

The subject property first appears in the 1901 city directory as 810 Montana Street and the home of Francis “Frank” Rennert
(1869-1953), a renter who was employed at that time as the secretary for Griesenbeck's Successors, the concern of cotton dealer
Charles F. Griesenbeck. Prior to 1901, Rennert was previously the bookkeeper for the business when it was located at 319 West
Commerce Street. In 1899, the business relocated to the Alamo Fire Insurance Building (401-411 Navarro) and by 1903, Rennert
became the manager. By 1905, he changed the business name to the Rennert-Millette Company (his partner was T.M. Millette),
and the business relocated to the Riverside Building (101-1/2 W. Commerce Street) by 1907. Around this time, Rennert began
living in a home located in the King William neighborhood at 709 East Guenther, built in 1906. In 1898, Rennert began operating
the Rennert Travel Agency, the oldest travel agency in San Antonio. In 1899, he married Clara Groos (1876-1941), the daughter of
Friedrich W.C. Groos, founder of F. Groos and Company and Groos National Bank. Rennert was a member of Hermann Sons
Harmonia Lodge No. 1, the Casino Club, the Bexar Bowling Club, and the Order of the Alamo and Travelers' Protective
Association. He is interred in City Cemetery No. 6in San Antonio. The street numbers changed between 1919 and 1921, and the
subject property became 812 Montana Street. Henneke Financial Group LLC purchased the property in August 2019.

c. SITE CONTEXT: The subject property is located in the Denver Heights neighborhood, one block south of the East Commerce
Street commercial corridor, and two blocks west of City Cemetery No. 3. It is situated midblock on Montana Street, between
Dreiss Street and South Monumental Street.

d. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: The subject property is a single-story Folk Victorian dwelling built circa 1899. The structure
has a cross-gabled, standing-seam metal roof with overhanging eaves. The front porch on the left side of the fagade is covered by a
shed roof supported by round wooden columns, metal railing and gingerbread braces. The metal front door has an upper half round
window, and there is a transom window above it. There are double-hung, one-over-one wood windows, and the walls of each facade
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are covered with wooden clapboard siding, with a fish scale pattern under the front gable. The front yard is enclosed by chain -link
fencing with swinging gates for the unpaved driveway and concrete sidewalk. There is a small concrete pad in the yard beneath a
tree in front of the right side of the fagade. A wooden carport with a shed roof has been added to the east fagade.

e. EVALUATION: In order to be eligible for historic landmark designation, properties shall meet at least three (3) of the 16 criteria
listed. The applicant submitted that the property meets the following criteria, consistent with UDC sec. 35-607(b):

3. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the development of the community, county, state, or
nation; for its association with the Rennert family.

5. Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a period, type, method of
construction, or use of indigenous materials; as an example of an early Folk Victorian home in the Denver Heights neighborhood.

13. It bears an important and significant relationship to other distinctive structures, sites, or areas, either as an important
collection of properties or architectural style or craftsmanship with few intrusions, or by contributing to the overall character of the
area according to the plan based on architectural, historic, or cultural motif; based on its location in one of the earliest developed
areas of the Denver Heights neighborhood.

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends approval of a Historic Landmark Designation of 812 Montana Street based on findings a through e.

COMMISSION ACTION:
Approved as submitted.

pionffca s

Shanon Shea Miller
Historic Preservation Officer

Page 2 of 2



*

pem HISTORIC
PRESERVATION

SAN ANTONIO

Historic Assessment
Property Address: 812 Montana Street

1. Application Details

Applicant: Brett Henneke

Type: Historic Landmark Designation
Date Received: 29 January 2025

2. Findings

The structure at 812 Montana Street is a one-story dwelling, built circa 1885. Henneke Financial Group
LLC currently owns the property. The subject property is located in the Denver Heights neighborhood,
one block south of the East Commerce Street commercial corridor, and two blocks west of City
Cemetery No. 3. It is situated midblock on Montana Street, between Dreiss Street and South
Monumental Street.

Montana Street first appears on Augustus Koch's 1886 Bird’s Eye View map of San Antonio, and on the
1904 Sanborn map. In 1903, the Southern Pacific railroad depot was built on Commerce Street, and
when sewer and water became available, residential and industrial development shifted south of
Commerce to the neighborhood originally known as South Heights. During 1905 and 1906 many houses
were constructed in South Heights. Vacant lots in 1906 sold from $10 to $25. By the 1930s, vacant lots
sold from $500 to $1,000. In addition to the South Heights plat, the neighborhood association
boundaries contain several historic plats dating from the early 1900s to the 1920s. Inside Addition
platted 1908, Booker Place platted in 1914, Terrell Hills platted 1909, and Knob Hill platted in 1910 are
some of the small plats that make up the developmental pattern of this area. Housing styles reflect this
spatial and temporal development pattern. Classical Revival Styles are interspersed with Folk Victorian
Styles, Bungalows and Minimal Traditional Style houses reflecting decades of construction and changes
in housing styles.

According to a San Antonio Express News article dated January 5, 1916, the residents of the subdivision
named “South Heights” petitioned the city to change the neighborhood name to “Denver Heights.” By
1916, the neighborhood was home to a mixture of African American, German, Jewish, Irish, Polish,
Mexican, Native American, and Chinese families. After the Great Depression, as Anglo families
continued the pattern of moving north, many sold their homes to African Americans. After the Second
World War, a prominent Black middle class developed in San Antonio between the 1940s and 1960s.

The subject property first appears in the 1901 city directory as 810 Montana Street and the home of
Francis “Frank” Rennert (1869-1953), a renter who was employed at that time as the secretary for
Griesenbeck's Successors, the concern of cotton dealer Charles F. Griesenbeck. Prior to 1901, Rennert
was previously the bookkeeper for the business when it was located at 319 West Commerce Street. In
1899, the business relocated to the Alamo Fire Insurance Building (401-411 Navarro) and by 1903,
Rennert became the manager. By 1905, he changed the business name to the Rennert-Millette Company
(his partner was T.M. Millette), and the business relocated to the Riverside Building (101-1/2 W.
Commerce Street) by 1907. Around this time, Rennert began living in a home located in the King
William neighborhood at 709 East Guenther, built in 1906.

100 W. HOUSTON ST., SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78205
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In 1898, Rennert began operating the Rennert Travel Agency, the oldest travel agency in San Antonio. In
1899, he married Clara Groos (1876-1941), the daughter of Friedrich W.C. Groos, founder of F. Groos
and Company and Groos National Bank. Rennert was a member of Hermann Sons Harmonia Lodge No.
1, the Casino Club, the Bexar Bowling Club, and the Order of the Alamo and Travelers' Protective
Association. He is interred in City Cemetery No. 6 in San Antonio.

The street numbers changed between 1919 and 1921, and the subject property became 812 Montana
Street. Henneke Financial Group LLC purchased the property in August 2019.

3. Architectural Description

The subject property is a single-story Folk Victorian dwelling built circa 1899. The structure has a cross-
gabled, standing-seam metal roof with overhanging eaves. The front porch on the left side of the facade
is covered by a shed roof supported by round wooden columns, metal railing and gingerbread braces.
The metal front door has an upper half round window, and there is a transom window above it. There are
double-hung, one-over-one wood windows, and the walls of each fagade are covered with wooden
clapboard siding, with a fish scale pattern under the front gable. The front yard is enclosed by chain-link
fencing with swinging gates for the unpaved driveway and concrete sidewalk. There is a small concrete
pad in the yard beneath a tree in front of the right side of the facade. A wooden carport with a shed roof
has been added to the cast facade.

Character-defining features of 812 Montana Street include:
- Folk Victorian dwelling built circa 1899. The structure has a cross-gabled, standing-seam metal
roof

4. Landmark Criteria
The property meets six criteria under UDC 35-607(b):

e 3: Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the
development of the community, county, state, or nation; for its association with the Rennert
family.

e 5: Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for
the study of a period, type, method of construction, or use of indigenous materials; as an
example of an early Folk Victorian home in the Denver Heights neighborhood.

e 13: It bears an important and significant relationship to other distinctive structures, sites,
or areas, either as an important collection of properties or architectural style or
craftsmanship with few intrusions, or by contributing to the overall character of the area
according to the plan based on architectural, historic or cultural motif; based on its location
in one of the earliest developed areas of the Denver Heights neighborhood.

5. Staff Recommendation

A property must meet at least three of the 16 criteria used to evaluate eligibility for landmark
designation, and this assessment determines that 812 Montana Street meets this threshold. Further
research may reveal additional significance associated with this property.
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1. 812 Montana Street — Front facade
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2. 812 Montana Street — Northwest oblique
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6. Sanborn Map (1904), Vol. 2, Sheet 131
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FRANK RENNERT GO.

Stocks Cotton
Grain

Majestic Building;,
Tel. Cr. 643

THMrect Wira Conoeefions
wiifl
POST & FLAGE,
Mow York

7. San Antonio Express (August 27, 1929), pg. 23
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F. RENNERT (0. IS
THIRTY YEARS OLD

F. Tennerfl Cp., comansed ot
rank Nranest and hi=  san, T,
Wwerner Ramneor?, e membérs of
New York TPesduce and New Or
lpan= Coltcn exchangas. .

This Thrm, of I vears stanmdding,
Is anrrezpondent for Tpst & Flagy
af Wew Terk, XNaw Orleans and all
ather prineipal exchanges.

They have divect private wlre

eonnectinns 1o the principal cx-
ehanges of the werld and mainiain
every mocssthle facility for speed,
aceayncy and co-operation, built
up by lonz exporience. and Taithiul-
nees to every trust imposed,
L Rennert Co. specializes In
| odd-lett shares In stocks and mives
\the =ame careful aitention and
thoarough co-aperntion to an order
for one snare that is enjoycd by
oriers of great masnitude.

Tris fivm specializes zlza in odd

seed oil, coffee, elo, And Fives 8X-
pect opinion eoncerning their mar-
ketsl

Tha Neanaeris carry standard stn-
tletipn] rrierenes beoks far theif
cllents, ‘among the hizhest eiass in
the Southwest, ANl leading pers
jadicalz and principal nowspapers
are on file for tha herelit of (he=a

lots in #vafim, cottan, sugar, ention- [

cliant<, many of wkom have heen
Inynlly sorved for three decadas by
this housc.

FRANK RENNERT.

The daily market Indiars of ¥
Fennert, nublished regularly  in|
San Antonin FExpress,  ars read

angd all plumbing material, and has

over 1 preat aren of the Tnited
States and in the Republle of Mex-
jmo.

Thia figm j= alse a Inrze dealer
in hands.  The Reaneris do ot
underwrite, actlng only ag brokors
an #1F exchanges,

The pheaemenal stigoosst af T
rennart Co fx attribiited Lo s ex-
ecllent reputniion and the congi-
depce renosed in it by the pullie,

re
n
Ia
it

LS
b

wl
s

the firsr rewarid of the loyalty and
fuith[uiness hahind &Vary transac-
tion, regardless of 1ts magnitude,

The company accuities spacious
quartars on the third rloer of tha
Grearer Majestic Buildlag, 210.2°
E. IMouston .f\t:'am:

JUD & ORMOND BUY THE
SEIDEL BANKRUPT STOCK

The progressiva plumbing flrm |

al Jud & Ormond, composed of;
Ed J, Jud and Chas. J. Ormaond, |
whp have reesived natlanal com-
mendatior, and bhave rocently besn
awarded A4 numbder of  undscally
Iarze plumbing and heating can-
tracis, have purchased the bank-
runt =stnex of the Seldel Plumbing
Cnmpany. P

This fnelodes trucks, -equipment

waen addaed to the Jarge stacls of
he Jud & Crmend flem, which 7e-
arle AN INerax=ngE voillme of busi-
s fram mnnth te mianth,

8. San Antonio Express (January 19, 1931), pg. 15
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?;’ INSPECT SHIP— f
n Above, Frank Rennert, and
T below, Norman-G. Bodet, both } i
of San Antonig, photographed |
hl abhoard the 8. 8. Quesn Mary,
e which they inspected: in New |pt
7ig York harbor. Both are steam- ||l
! chip agents. . 2

9. San Antonio Express (October 1, 1936), pg. 18
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an: Nas eseaps 3§ ->oro - )
[Renmnert EHas Travel
Service Unsurpassed

major hotcl threwghout the wovid,
sl mzjor slghi-seelug  companies,
and i alsp- railroad agent, Money
arders, Lravelars' checks and foreign

Something alfferent ln the way
of travel service Is heing featured
fthis year by the Rennert Travel Bu-

TV reat, 308 Mejestic bullding, Twenty-
four vacalions have bcen planned,
ranging irom seven deys twcugh 28
days, and inclugng such points as
Miam3, New York
Grenl Luke Cruise, Mexico, Califor-

ang OCuatemaln oraise, ‘Colorada,
Havana. Alaska and Hawall, Many

FREANK RENNERT
Owns city's oldest iravel office.

other interesting ..TB-CRuD'll Jands en

he vislted in tho serles of trips or-
ranged by Rennert; or eomplete ar-
rangements will be made for any
desired destingtion, Thls servies is
handled elffeiently by the Rennert
flem and there i3 no cxtre charge to
the indiyidunl, .

In iie secles of 24 tiips specially
fratured by Romert nil costs are
included, end In mauy Insbances
hotels, meals sud sightseelng oX-
penditures e iacloded. Al fares
(include transportation frem Son
Antonlo back to San Antenfo.

For many years the Rennert
Travel Purean has been khewn Int

world’s  falr,

nin, Saguenay rlver eruise, Honduras

eiehange i enother service of the
Rennert Travel Bareau, Its services
ore - on ¢f the mey coenplite o be
faund in San Antonlo.

Ing, you will find us ready and able
to outline {he best, quickest and
most  satisfactory way of gelilng

“I90 matter where you Intend geo- |

there,

" Warner Rennedh, offlclal of )

B

WERNER RENNERT
Manager, giveg cxnerl advice,
—Alones phobe.

the-firm, said, “To make odr service |y

a most usgeful boon 1o prospective | Lo

travelers, we combine a knowledge |
ef all the plnces worth visiting with |3
n gireck representation of the hetter
ships and the hetler steamship and
toitrist eompenies eperating to thel
far comere of the werld,” he sald.
v This unusual service is affered ob
ue additional cost, tlekeis and ac-
contiicdations cest the dndividunl
exactly the same as §T sccured di-
rech ™ .

The Renneit '[ravel Dureau Is
san Anignia’s eldest travel aoffice,
having besn  established in 389D,
serving fhe public.

{[s Tine service. The firm represents i -1;.?
nlj tourlst agencies, all airlines, every P "n p I | q FFTF el
= : : lue

THE - -

10. San Antonio Light (May 28, 1939), pg. 59
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(R) presides at surprise birthday n Travis g
for Frank Rennert, his father, 83. Elder Rennert, born
‘in New Braunfels, has been. Antonio socia.l leader
formnyyear&}le’sfamedudancer

e ma - - — . - .

11. San Antonio Light (December 14, 1952), pg. 78
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sl Frank .Rennert, 83, of 708 E.
dIGuenther, a rezident of San An-
tonle for 60 years, dled In his horme
Friday.

A native of Texas, Rennert was
a travel agent and a member of
Hermann Song Harmonia Lodge No.

He was an early member of the
gdlold Casino Club and became a
1l rnember of the Bexar Bowling Club

in 1625. He heloaged to the Order

of the Alamo and Travelers' Pro-
| tective Association, He was a4 mem-
of 3t. Mark's Episcopal
"all Church.

He had recently recovered from
two major cperatlong and in the
past few weeks had resumed his
soglal activities,

LR R R L

r dry hair

r that's like nature's own oils, Yer,
' it never leaves youe hair greasy
t o stiff. Tame makes dry, frizey
' hil.:adhet,mermmg.h
+  gives dull, lifelose-Jooking haie
+ g bealthy shine.

Use Tame sfisr every sham-
1 poo and home to0.

Akl bdrabrrarn

1 Frank Rennert, S.A. Resident
4 For 60 Years, Dies in Home

Survivors are his son, F. Werner
Rennert: grandchildren, I, Werner
Rennert, Jr., Carl N, Renpert and
Richard D. Bennert, ali of San An-
tonlo.

Services wiil be held at 4 pm.
Monday at St. Mark's Episcapal
Church with the Rev, Harold C.
Gosnell officiating assisted by the
Rev. Samusi Capers,

No. B,

FRANK RENNERT

t @Hﬁnd]‘matywrfavmirg

RBurial will be in City Cemetery))

12. San Antonio Express (October 31, 1953), pg. 13
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