
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
August 07, 2024 

 
HDRC CASE NO: 2024-260 
ADDRESS: 123 ALAMO PLAZA 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 145 BLK LOT 8 & N E 6 FT X 78 FT OF 9 
ZONING: D, H, RIO-3 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1 
DISTRICT: Alamo Plaza Historic District 
APPLICANT: Norman Barrera/Garza Bomberger & Associates 
OWNER: Andrew Hull/KIRKPATRICK VENTURES LLC 
TYPE OF WORK: Storefront replacement, door installation  
APPLICATION RECEIVED: July 19, 2024 
60-DAY REVIEW: September 17, 2024 
CASE MANAGER: Edward Hall 

REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to: 
1. Replace the existing, non-original storefront within the east (Alamo Plaza) façade with a new, wood storefront 

system to feature two sets of double doors with square sidelites. Currently, the non-original storefront features 
single-width doors with sidelites at 45-degree angles.  

2. Install a set of doors to serve as dumpster gates on the west (Losoya) façade to match the existing, adjacent 
doors.  

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 2, Guidelines for Exterior Maintenance and Alterations 
 
10. Commercial Facades 
 
A. MAINTENANCE (PRESERVATION)  
 
i. Character-defining features—Preserve character defining features such as cornice molding, upper-story windows, 
transoms, display windows, kickplates, entryways, tiled paving at entryways, parapet walls, bulkheads, and other 
features that contribute to the character of the building.  
ii. Windows and doors—Use clear glass in display windows. See Guidelines for Architectural Features: Doors, 
Windows, and Screens for additional guidance.  
iii. Missing features—Replace missing features in-kind based on evidence such as photographs, or match the style of the 
building and the period in which it was designed.  
iv. Materials—Use in-kind materials or materials appropriate to the time period of the original commercial facade when 
making repairs.  
 
B. ALTERATIONS (REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND RECONSTRUCTION) 
i. New features—Do not introduce new facade elements that alter or destroy the historic building character, such as 
adding inappropriate materials; altering the size or shape of windows, doors, bulkheads, and transom openings; or 
altering the façade from commercial to residential. Alterations should not disrupt the rhythm of the commercial block. ii. 
Historical commercial facades—Return non-historic facades to the original design based on photographic evidence. 
Keep in mind that some non-original facades may have gained historic importance and should be retained. When 
evidence is not available, ensure the scale, design, materials, color, and texture is compatible with the historic building. 
Consider the features of the design holistically so as to not include elements from multiple buildings and styles. 
 
 
  

FINDINGS: 



a. The historic structure at 123 Alamo Plaza was constructed circa 1890. The structure is an individual landmark 
and is contributing to the Alamo Plaza Historic District. The historic structure has been modified from its 
original design and those modifications include replacement of the original storefront system.  

b. STOREFRONT REPLACEMENT (Alamo Plaza Façade) – The applicant has proposed to replace the existing, 
non-original storefront within the east (Alamo Plaza) façade with a new, wood storefront system to feature two 
sets of double doors with square sidelites. The applicant has not proposed to modify the transom windows. 
Currently, the non-original storefront features single-width doors with sidelites at 45-degree angles. The 
Guidelines for Exterior Maintenance and Alterations 10.B.ii. notes that non-historic facades should be returned 
to their original designs based on photographic evidence. If evidence of the original façade is not available, the 
scale, design, materials, color and texture of the proposed storefront system should be compatible with the 
historic building. The applicant has provided photographs of the historic structure from the 1970’s, noting that 
the current storefront system is not original. Generally, staff finds the profile of the proposed storefront system 
to be appropriate. Staff finds that final, detailed construction documents should be submitted to OHP staff for 
review and approval, to include measurements and detail information.  

c. DOOR INSTALLATION (Lasoya Façade) – The applicant has proposed to install a set of doors to serve as 
dumpster gates on the west (Losoya) façade to match the existing, adjacent doors. The proposed doors will 
enclose a non-original recessed entrance where dumpsters and trash bins are currently being stored. Staff finds 
this to be appropriate. Final door specifications are to be submitted to OHP staff for review and approval.  

d. ARCHAEOLOGY – The project shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations 
regarding archaeology, as applicable.   

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends approval of items #1 and #2 based on findings a through c with the following stipulations: 

i. That the applicant submits final construction document to OHP staff for review and approval. Construction 
documents should include specifications and details as well as measurements.  

ii. That final door specifications are submitted to OHP staff for review and approval.  
iii. ARCHAEOLOGY – The project shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations 

regarding archaeology, as applicable.  

 

   
































