
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW  
COMPLIANCE AND TECHNICAL ADVISORY BOARD   

May 17, 2024   
  
HDRC CASE NO:  2024-182 
ADDRESS:  328 MADISON ST 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  NCB  744 BLK  3 LOT 18 
ZONING:  RM-4, H 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.:  1 
DISTRICT:  King William Historic District 
APPLICANT:  Steven P Moreno | SM-LANDSCAPES 
OWNER:  WELLS SCOTT R &  MARY K 
TYPE OF WORK:  Steel planter boxes construction  
APPLICATION RECEIVED:  May 7, 2024 
60-DAY REVIEW:  July 6, 2024 
  
REQUEST:  
 
The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to: 
1. Construct a steel planter box along the right side of the front façade to measure 18 inches in height.  
2. Construct an 8’x 8’ planter box surrounding the front yard tree to measure 18 inches in height. 

  
APPLICABLE CITATIONS:  
 
Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 5, Guidelines for Site Elements   

  
1. Topography   
A. TOPOGRAPHIC FEATURES   
i. Historic topography—Avoid significantly altering the topography of a property (i.e., extensive grading). Do not alter 
character-defining features such as berms or sloped front lawns that help define the character of the public right-of-way. 
Maintain the established lawn to help prevent erosion. If turf is replaced over time, new plant materials in these areas 
should be low-growing and suitable for the prevention of erosion.   
ii. New construction—Match the historic topography of adjacent lots prevalent along the block face for new construction. 
Do not excavate raised lots to accommodate additional building height or an additional story for new construction.   
iii. New elements—Minimize changes in topography resulting from new elements, like driveways and walkways, through 
appropriate siting and design. New site elements should work with, rather than change, character-defining topography 
when possible.   
 
FINDINGS:  
a. The property located at 328 Madison is a two-story Prairie style residential structure constructed c. 1913 and first 

appears on the 1931 Sanborn map. The structure features gabled and hipped roof forms, wide and overhung eaves, 
and a front porch with large brick columns. The structure is clad in brick and features a composition shingle roof and 
a wood shake porch roof. The rear accessory features horizontal siding and a gabled standing seam metal roof. This 
property contributes to the King William Historic District.  

b. VIOLATION – On May 5, 2024, staff received a report of work beyond the issued Certificate of Appropriateness for 
landscape modifications. The violations include the installation of large, steel planter boxes with one located along the 
front façade of the primary structure and one placed around the front yard tree which were not properly called out in 
the approved landscaping plan. Staff notified the applicant of the violation, and the applicant submitted an application 
for the planter boxes as installed.  

c. PLANTER BOX CONSTRUCTION (FRONT FAÇADE) – The applicant is requesting approval to construct a steel 
planter box along the front façade of the primary structure to measure 18 inches in height. The Historic Design 
Guidelines for Site Elements 1.A.iii. states to minimize changes in topography resulting from new elements through 
appropriate siting and design. New site elements should work with, rather than change, character-defining topography 
when possible. The construction of the proposed steel planter box does not conform to Guidelines.  

d. PLANTER BOX CONSTRUCTION (FRONT TREE) – The applicant is requesting approval to construct a steel 
planter box surrounding the front yard tree to measure 18 inches in height and eight-by-eight feet in size. Site 



Elements 1.A.iii. states to minimize changes in topography resulting from new elements through appropriate siting 
and design. New site elements should work with, rather than change, character-defining topography when possible. 
The construction of the proposed steel planter box does not conform to Guidelines.  

 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Staff does not recommend approval of items 1 and 2, based on findings a through d. Staff recommends the applicant 
pursue a low-profile landscape edging for the desired design. 
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