HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION
June 28, 2024

HDRC CASE NO: 2024-220

COMMON NAME: Dawson Park

ADDRESS: 803 N CHERRY

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 527 BLK 1 LOT 2 (LOOPY SUBD)
ZONING: D,H

CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 2

APPLICANT: Tara Lindberg/Dunaway
OWNER: CITY OF SAN ANTONIO
TYPE OF WORK: Signage

APPLICATION RECEIVED:  June 13, 2024

60-DAY REVIEW: August 12, 2024

CASE MANAGER: Rachel Rettaliata
REQUEST:

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to install interpretive park signage.

APPLICABLE CITATIONS:

UDC Sec. 35-641. - Design Considerations for Historic and Design Review Commission Recommendations.

In reviewing an application, the historic and design review commission shall be aware of the importance of attempting to
find a way to meet the current needs of the City of San Antonio, lessee or licensee of public property. The historic and
design review commission shall also recognize the importance of recommending approval of plans that will be
reasonable to implement. The best urban design standards possible can and should be employed with public property
including buildings and facilities, parks and open spaces, and the public right-of-way. Design and construction on public
property should employ such standards because the use of public monies for design and construction is a public trust.
Public commitment to quality design should encourage better design by the private sector. Finally, using such design
standards for public property improves the identity and the quality of life of the surrounding neighborhoods.

Sec. 35-645. - Signs and Billboards on Public Property or Right-of-Way.

(a) General Provisions. All non-regulatory signage on public property, on the public right-of-way, or overhanging the
public right-of-way shall conform to all city codes and must be approved by the historic preservation officer prior to
installation. Permits must be obtained following approval of the application. The historic preservation officer may submit
an application under this section to the historic and design review commission for their recommendation prior to
approving, denying, or approving with conditions the application. Memorials, markers, naming rights of public property,
and recognition of charitable donations given to the City of San Antonio shall be additionally governed by existing
policies for memorials and markers and/or any formal action passed by city council. Temporary displays approved by the
department exercising control of the public property are authorized if in accordance with chapter 28 of the City Code of
San Antonio, Texas.

FINDINGS:

a. The property at 803 N Cherry is the new city park commonly known as Dawson Park, which is currently under
development. The property is adjacent to the Hays Street Bridge and is bound by Lamar to the north, N Cherry
to the east, the Hays Street Bridge to the south and railroad tracks and a parking lot to the west. The new park is
1.69 acres and will feature a playground, skate park, event space, pavilion, and signage.

b. INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE — The applicant has proposed to install interpretive signage throughout Dawson
Park. The applicant previously received final approval from the Historic and Design Review Commission
(HDRC) on June 29, 2022, with the stipulation that the applicant submits final interpretive signage design and
text to staff for review and approval. Sign panels are proposed in the entry/story-telling plaza, outside of the
entry plaza in the Community Story area, and along the walkway referred to as the Historic Timeline Walk. The



applicant has proposed one (1) entry sign, six (6) timeline signs along the Historic Timeline Walk, and three (3)
Story-telling Plaza signs. UDC Sec. 35-642(b)(7) stipulates that signs which are out of keeping with the
character of the environment in question should not be used. Excessive size and inappropriate placement on
buildings results in visual clutter. Signs should be designed to relate harmoniously to exterior building materials
and colors. Signs should express a simple clear message with wording kept to a minimum. The applicant held a
public meeting on January 10, 2024, for review of the signage and incorporated community feedback. The
proposed signage package has been reviewed and approved by the City of San Antonio Parks & Recreation
Department team. Staff finds the proposal to install signage generally consistent with the UDC Sec 35-642.

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends approval based on findings a through b with the following stipulation:

i. ARCHAEOLOGY - The project shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations
regarding, as applicable.
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BERKLEY V. AND VINCENT M. DAWSON PARK INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE PACKAGE



Bridge Relocated
to San Antonio,
Texas

The San Antonio Railroad
was looking to expand
westward. They asked the
City of San Antonio
permission to cross the
East Side streets with their
mainline railways.

The City wanted to ensure
the East Side residents
had access to downtown,
which required the railroad
to build @ bridge over the
railroad tracks.

The original bridge was
builtin 1881, constructed
west of Uvalde, over the
Nueces River. The bridge
was built to be used for
horse-drawn carriages &
motorized vehicles.

In1910, the San Antonio
Railroad moved the longer
whipple bridge to the
currentlocation and
renamed it Hays Street
Bridge.

Hatt Fraze

HISTORIC TIMELINE WALK SIGNAGE

Hays Street
Bridge Closure

As traffic significantly
increased due to the
abundance of motorized
vehicles, Hays Street
Bridge began to
deteriorate and was later
deemed unsafe.

The deck and beams of
the bridge’s approach
spans exhibited 80
percent deterioration, and
the retaining walls had
settled. As a result, the
concrete approach spans
were considered to be in
such poor condition that
their preservation was not
critical.

Due to these poor
conditions, the bridge was
officially closed.

After closing the Hays
Street Bridge to vehicular
service, the City of San
Antonio considered
demalishing it, but local
efforts to preserve the
bridge raised awareness
of its historical
significance, and the
bridge was left alone for
several years.

Hays Street
Bridge Reopened
to the Public

Prior to 2010, Hays Street
Bridge was marked as a
key component of a hike &
bike netwaork linking
downtown San Antonio
and the River
North/Museum Corridor to
East Side cultural
attractions and Salado
Creek Greenway.

The 2010 bridge
rehabilitation included the
removal of deteriorated
structural pieces. The new
bridge approaches were
designed to maintain a
similar profile as the 1910
approaches but with
modifications for
accessibility.

The original deck was
wooden, butit had been
overlaid with asphait and
other paving materials
over the years. Inthe
rehabilitation, the decking
was replaced with wood,
restoring it to its original
character.

The rehabilitation project
included the addition of
lighting, landscaping,
artwork on the handrails
of the approaches, and
interpretive signage.
Hays Street Bridge was
then rededicated and
reopened to the public as
a pedestrian and bicycle
gateway.

Community
Support for
the Park

In February of 2012, the
“Alamo Beer Project”
received a development
incentive package that
included the purchase of
surplus city property
adjacent to the Hays Street
Bridge. The community,
comprised of neighborhood
residents, activists, and
preservationists, expressed
concern over the allocation
of surplus city land to
private use, rather than
fulfiling the community's
long envisioned park as
part of a larger bridge
restoration project. In
response, the community
rallied together, organized
public demonstrations,
collected more than 2,800
petition signatures, and
explored legal avenues.
Through the collective
efforts of the community,
the 169-acre parcel was
successfully reclaimed as
public space. This victary
solidified the park's role as
a community hub and
preserved its cherished
view of the historic Hays
Street Bridge.

Beginning of
Berkley V. and
Vincent M. Dawson
Park Design

In August of 2019, an initial
kick-off meeting was held
with the City of San
Antonio staff to discuss
the existing conditions of
the site.

During this meeting, it was
determined that three
public meetings would be
required to provide the
community with multiple
opportunities to provide
comments and review a
conceptual plan with
future phasing
possibilities for the site. An
accelerated schedule was
required due to an
ordinance requiring
concept design completed
in December 2019.
Research and analysis
took place from August
through October and
consisted of the design
team walking the site to
understand the existing
site conditions

With the completion of the
park design, the City of
San Antonio realized that
this site is important not
only for amplifying the
Hays Street Bridge but
also for the community
that made this park
possible.
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ENTRY MONUMENT & BLADE SIGNAGE
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BLADE SIGNAGE

Bridge Relocated
to San Antonio,
Texas

The San Antonio Railroad
was looking to expand
westward. They asked the
City of San Antonio
permission to cross the
East Side streets with their
mainline railways.

The City wanted to ensure
the East Side residents
had access to downtown,
which required the railroad
to build @ bridge over the
railroad tracks.

The original bridge was
builtin 1881, constructed
west of Uvalde, over the
Nueces River. The bridge
was built to be used for
horse-drawn carriages &
motorized vehicles.

In1910, the San Antonio
Railroad moved the longer
whipple bridge to the
current location and
renamed it Hays Street
Bridge.
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BLADE SIGNAGE

Hays Street
Bridge Closure

As traffic significantly
increased due to the
abundance of motorized
vehicles, Hays Street
Bridge began to
deteriorate and was later
deemed unsafe.

The deck and beams of
the bridge’s approach
spans exhibited 80
percent deterioration, and
the retaining walls had
settled. As aresult, the
concrete approach spans
were considered to be in
such poor condition that
their preservation was not
critical.

Due to these poor
conditions, the bridge was
officially closed.

After closing the Hays
Street Bridge to vehicular
service, the City of San
Antonio considered
demalishing it, but local
efforts to preserve the
bridge raised awareness
of its historical

significance, and the
bridge was left alone for
several years.
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BLADE SIGNAGE

Hays Street
Bridge Reopened
to the Public

Prior to 2010, Hays Street
Bridge was marked as
key component of a hike &
bike netwark linking
downtown San Antonio
and the River
North/Museum Corridor to
East Side cultural
attractions and Salado
Creek Greenway.

The 2010 bridge
rehabilitation included the
removal of deteriorated
structural pieces. The new
bridge approaches were
designed to maintain a
similar profile as the 1910
approaches but with
modifications for
accessibility.

The original deck was
wooden, butit had been
overlaid with asphalt and
other paving materials
over the years. Inthe
rehabilitation, the decking
was replaced with wood,
restoring it to its original
character.

The rehabilitation project
included the addition of
lighting, landscaping,
artwork on the handrails
of the approaches, and
interpretive signage.
Hays Street Bridge was
then rededicated and
reopened to the public as
a pedestrian and bicycle
gateway.
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BLADE SIGNAGE

Community
Support for
the Park

In February of 2012, the
“Alamo Beer Project”
received a development
incentive package that
included the purchase of
surplus city property
adjacent to the Hays Street
Bridge. The community,
comprised of neighborhood
residents, activists, and
preservationists, expressed
concern over the allocation
of surplus city land to
private use, rather than
fulfiling the community's
long envisioned park as
partof a larger bridge
restoration project. In
response, the community
rallied together, organized
public demonstrations,
collected more than 2,800
petition signatures, and
explored legal avenues.
Through the collective
efforts of the community,
the 1.69-acre parcel was
successfully reclaimed as
public space. This victary
solidified the park's role as
a community hub and
preserved its cherished
view of the historic Hays
Street Bridge.
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BLADE SIGNAGE
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BRIDGE PLAZA MONUMENT SIGNAGE
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