HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION

April 02, 2025

HDRC CASE NO: 2025-008
ADDRESS: 803 N CHERRY
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 527 BLK 1 LOT 2 (LOOPY SUBD)
ZONING: D,H
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 2
APPLICANT: Tara Lindberg/Dunaway
OWNER: Eric Reyna/CITY OF SAN ANTONIO
TYPE OF WORK: Interpretive signage installation
APPLICATION RECEIVED:  January 14, 2025
60-DAY REVIEW: March 15, 2025 (Postponed by applicant)
CASE MANAGER: Rachel Rettaliata

REQUEST:

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to install interpretive park signage.
APPLICABLE CITATIONS:

UDC Sec. 35-641. - Design Considerations for Historic and Design Review Commission Recommendations.

In reviewing an application, the historic and design review commission shall be aware of the importance of attempting
to find a way to meet the current needs of the City of San Antonio, lessee or licensee of public property. The historic and
design review commission shall also recognize the importance of recommending approval of plans that will be
reasonable to implement. The best urban design standards possible can and should be employed with public property
including buildings and facilities, parks and open spaces, and the public right-of-way. Design and construction on public
property should employ such standards because the use of public monies for design and construction is a public trust.
Public commitment to quality design should encourage better design by the private sector. Finally, using such design
standards for public property improves the identity and the quality of life of the surrounding neighborhoods.

Sec. 35-645. - Signs and Billboards on Public Property or Right-of-Way.

(a) General Provisions. All non-regulatory signage on public property, on the public right-of-way, or overhanging the
public right-of-way shall conform to all city codes and must be approved by the historic preservation officer prior to
installation. Permits must be obtained following approval of the application. The historic preservation officer may
submit an application under this section to the historic and design review commission for their recommendation prior to
approving, denying, or approving with conditions the application. Memorials, markers, naming rights of public property,
and recognition of charitable donations given to the City of San Antonio shall be additionally governed by existing
policies for memorials and markers and/or any formal action passed by city council. Temporary displays approved by
the department exercising control of the public property are authorized if in accordance with chapter 28 of the City
Code of San Antonio, Texas.

FINDINGS:

a. The property at 803 N Cherry is the new city park commonly known as Dawson Park, which is currently under
development. The property is adjacent to the Hays Street Bridge and is bound by Lamar to the north, N Cherry
to the east, the Hays Street Bridge to the south and railroad tracks and a parking lot to the west. The new park is
1.69 acres and will feature a playground, skate park, event space, pavilion, and signage.

b. CASE HISTORY - The request was previously presented to the Historic and Design Review Commission
(HDRC) on June 28, 2024. The request was continued to allow the applicant to meet with the public to review
signage text, and to incorporate public feedback. The applicant hosted two (2) additional public workshop
meetings on September 12, 2024, and September 19, 2024, with the community. The applicant also held one (1)
open house meeting on October 23, 2024, for the workshop team and the community to review the final signage
text. The applicant has returned to the HDRC to request final approval.



c. INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE — The applicant has proposed to install interpretive signage panels throughout
Dawson Park. The applicant previously received final approval from the Historic and Design Review
Commission (HDRC) on June 29, 2022, with the stipulation that the applicant submit final interpretive signage
design and text to staff for review and approval. Sign panels are proposed in the entry/story-telling plaza,
outside of the entry plaza in the Community Story area, and along the walkway referred to as the Historic
Timeline Walk. The applicant has proposed one (1) entry sign, six (6) timeline signs along the Historic Timeline
Walk, and three (3) Story-telling Plaza signs. UDC Sec. 35-642(b)(7) stipulates that signs which are out of
keeping with the character of the environment in question should not be used. Excessive size and inappropriate
placement on buildings results in visual clutter. Signs should be designed to relate harmoniously to exterior
building materials and colors. Signs should express a simple clear message with wording kept to a minimum.
The proposed signage package has been reviewed and approved by the City of San Antonio Parks & Recreation
Department team. Staff finds the proposal to install signage generally consistent with the UDC Sec 35-642.

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends approval based on findings a through c.
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INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE

TYPE T - INTERPRETIVE CAST STONE PAVING WITH WITH TEXT.
(REF. DETAIL F/SHEET L3.01)

TYPE 2 - MONUMENT SIGN - EACH SIGN IS A DIFFERENT
INTERPRETIVE SIGN THAT LEADS USERS OF THE PARK
ON A JOURNEY OF THE HISTORY OF THE
NEIGHBORHOOD, BRIDGE, AND SURROUNDING
LAND. (REF. DETAIL A/SHEET L3.05)

DESCRIPTION

BEGINNER ~\\\ [ PLAZA
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TYPE 3 - BLADE SIGN - EACH SIGN IS A DIFFERENT
INTERPRETIVE SIGN THAT LEADS USERS OF THE PARK
ON A JOURNEY OF THE HISTORY OF THE
NEIGHBORHOOD, BRIDGE, AND SURROUNDING
LAND. (REF. DETAIL F/SHEET L3.05)
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BERKLEY V. AND VINCENT M. DAWSON PARK INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE PACKAGE



HISTORIC TIMELINE WALK SIGNAGE




HISTORIC TIMELINE WALK SIGNAGE
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STORY-TELLING PLAZA SIGNAGE - PEOPLE
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STORY-TELLING PLAZA SIGNAGE
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STORY-TELLING PLAZA SIGNAGE
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ENTRY MONUMENT & BLADE SIGNAGE
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BLADE SIGNAGE
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BLADE SIGNAGE

Bridge Relocated
to San Antonio,
Texas, as a
Viaduct over the
Railroad

The Galveston, Harrisburg,
and San Antonio Railroad
sought to expand
westward and requested
permission from the City of
San Antonio to cross the
East Side streets with their
mainline tracks.

The City wanted to ensure
that East Side residents
had access to downtown,
requiring the railroad to
build a bridge over the
tracks.

The Phoenix-Whipple
wrought iron truss bridge
was builtin 1881in
Atchafalaya, Louisiana,
then transported west
past Uvalde, Texas, and
erected over the Nueces
River before being
relocated to San Antonio in
1910, where it was
renamed the Hays Street

Bridge. The bridge was
designed for use by bath
horse-drawn carriages

and motorized vehicles,
and it remains one of the
few metal truss bridges
stilin existence in the E ) . R
state. A / N
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BLADE SIGNAGE

Hays Street
Bridge Closure

As traffic significantly
increased due to the rise
in motarized vehicles, the
Hays Street Bridge began
to deteriorate and was
ultimately deemed unsafe.

The deck and beams of
the bridge’s approach
spans exhibited 80
percent deterioration, and
the retaining walls had
settled. As aresult, the
concrete approach spans
were considered to be in
such poor condition that
their preservation was not
deemed possible.

Due to these conditions,
the bridge was officially
closed.

After closing the Hays
Street Bridge to vehicular
traffic, the City of San
Antonio considered
demolishing it. However,
local efforts to preserve
the bridge raised
awareness of its histarical
significance, leading to its
preservation without
enhancements for several
Vears.
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Hays Street
Bridge Reopened
to the Public

In 2001, the Hays Street
Bridge was recognized as
a key component of a
hike-and-bike network
linking downtown San
Antonio and the River
North/Museum Carridor to
East Side cultural
attractions and the Sclado
Creek Greenway.

12000, the bridge
rehabilitation included the
removal of deteriorated
structural elements. The
new bridge approaches
were designed to maintain
a similar profile to the 1910
approaches, with
modifications for
accessibility.

The Hays Street Bridge
Rehabilitation project,
which cost $3.7 million,
also replaced the original
wooden deck, which had
been overlaid with asphalt
and ather paving materials
over the years, with new
wood to restore its original
character.

Additionally, the
rehabilitation project
included upgraded
lighting, landscaping,
artwork on the handrails
of the approaches, and
interpretive signage. In
2010, after Union Pacific
transferred ownership, the
bridge was rededicated
and reopened to the public
as a pedestrian and
bicycle gateway.
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BLADE SIGNAGE

Community
Support for
the Park

Responding to a request
from the Hays St Bridge
Restoration Group, Berkley
V.and Vincent M. Dawson
donated 169 adjacent
acres that would enhance
public access and
appreciation of the historic
Hays St. Bridge. The
Dawsons made only one
stipulation: if a park was
created, it should be
named in their honor.

In response to concerns
about patential private use
of the land and
commercialization of the
bridge span, a group of
neighborhood residents,
advocates, and
preservationists formed to
oppose private
development and urged
that the land be used to
fulfill the community’s
long-envisioned park as
part of a larger bridge
restoration project.

This group rallied together,
organized public
demanstrations, collected

more than 2,800 petition
signatures, and filed suit
against the City. With this
support from the
community, City Council
approved aland swap in
2019 which paved the way
for the parcel to become a
public park. This victary
ensured that the park
would become a
community gathering
place and that the
cherished public view of
the historic Hays Street
Bridge would be
preserved.
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BLADE SIGNAGE

Berkley V. and
Vincent M. Dawson
Park Becomes a
Reality

Design concepts for the
park, whichincluded a
tharough community
engagement pracess,
began in August 2019. This
outreach effort confirmed
all the features seen
today, top among them the
construction of
skateboarding elements,
which attract skating
enthusiasts from all parts
of the city.

The Hays Street Bridge
Restoration Project
transformed an empty lot
inta a vibrant urban green
space and is now part of a
network of green spaces,
including the Museum
Reach of the San Antonio
Riverwalk, Maverick Park,
and Lockwood-Dignowity
Park.

The Berkley V. and Vincent
M. Dawson Park and the
Hays Street Bridge have
been transformed into
symbals of community
resilience and cultural
revival for the surrounding
community and truly are a
place for all
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BRIDGE PLAZA MONUMENT SIGNAGE

HAYS STREET BRIDGE
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Berkley V. & Vincent M. Dawson Park (Hays Street Bridge Park) — Signage

Berkley V. & Vincent M. Dawson Park pays homage to the historic Hays Street Bridge
and Dignowity Hill community. The 1.7 acre park includes a historic fimeline central to
the site, that begins at a Storytelling plaza which houses opportunities for visitors to learn
about the bridge/the park/the community.

Signage - the entire site will have interpretive signage throughout. After a few public
meetings, surveys and mailers, we feel people were given the opportunity to provide
their input. We had a public meeting on January 10th solely to review the signage. We
had a few comments on the history sign that were revised. We also made some
revisions based on COSA PW/Parks comments.

There are larger signs and smaller blade signs on site. The signs pay homage to Hays St
Bridge and the surrounding community. In the center of the site is a timeline walk that
has dates that match up with a blade sign depicting that same year.

The plans for this park were previously reviewed/approved through Final and
Conceptual Reviews, we were asked to provide this additionally.

New Submission — 1/14/2025

After the HDRC meeting on June 28", 2024, we have had (2) additional workshop
meetings (September 12, 2024 & September 19, 2024) with several members of the
community. We have also had (1) Open House meeting (October 23, 2024) for the
workshop team and the community to review the final signage to be created. All Sign-
In Sheets have been attached to our application. We have revised these signs based
on comments received in the HDRC meeting as well as these workshops, open house,
and emails/phone calls received separately.

The sign quantity, and sizes have remained the same. The text and imagery have been
revised to align with the feedback received from the community stakeholders.
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SDUNAWAY Sign-In Sheet

Date: September 13, 2024

Meeting: Hays Street/Dawson Park Signage Review
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SDUNAWAY
Open House Photos

Subject: Berkley V. & Vincent M. Dawson Park HDRC Submittal Dunaway #: 5835.005

Date: October 23, 2024
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Berkeley V. & Vincent M. Dawson Park HDRC Submittal
Open House Photos
10/23/2024
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Berkeley V. & Vincent M. Dawson Park HDRC Submittal
Open House Photos
10/23/2024
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SDUNAWAY
Site Photos

Subject: Berkley V. & Vincent M. Dawson Park HDRC Submittal Dunaway #: 5835.005

Date: December 12, 2024

Photos of the BVVMD Park — San Antonio, TX 78202:
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Berkeley V. & Vincent M. Dawson Park HDRC Submittal
Park Photos
12/12/2024
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